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WATCH OUT FOR AFGHAN THISTLE
By J . G. PATERSON, B.A.,

B.Sc,

( A g r i c ) , Adviser, Biological Services

Division

Afqhan thistle can be spread during cultivation of a paddock
before cropping. Now is the time to take action if a few plants
have appeared on your property.

A L T H O U G H k n o w n throughout the cereal and sheep districts of Western Australia as
A f g h a n thistle, this plant is not really a thistle at all. It belongs t o the large botanical
f a m i l y of the Solonaceae and is closely related to the garden vegetables tomato and potato.

The same common name is given to two
species Solanum hystrix and Solanum
Povlopetalum, as both are very similar. A
less frequently used but more appropriate
name is prickly potato weed.
Importance

Afghan thistle, a native of Western Australia, is one of the few bush plants which
survives clearing, cropping and pasture
establishment. I t is a perennial and
carries over from season to season with
dormant roots.
The weed grows through the summer
and does not compete with winter pastures

or cereal crops. However, as it is prickly,
sheep tend to avoid infested areas so that
a large amount of summer feed can tie
wasted.
Like most members of the Solonaceae
the plant is probably toxic but, because it
is prickly and unpalatable, this is not a
problem.
Spread

A fghan thistle is very easily spread with
cultivating
implements,
particularly
during cropping operations. Small cuttings
are transported readily from one part of a
paddock to the other, where they soon

Recommendations f o r spot spraying small areas of A f g h a n

Chemical

Picloram + 2,4-D amine

Dicamba

Cost
per
acre

Trade Name

T o r d o n 50-D
f r o m :—
Lanes ( W . A . )
I.C.I, resellers

$9.00

Banex
f r o m :—
I.C.I, resellers

$18.00

Quantity
t o add t o

thistle

Remarks

10 gals.*
8 fluid
ounces

12 fluid
ounces

Clovers and medics will &*
affected f o r several y*> rt

N o residual effect

* 10 gallons w i l l treat '480 square yards.
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Afghan t h i s t l e is a perennial
weed which grows in colonies.
The small plant in the f o r e ground has sprouted f r o m the
root system o f the larger plant

establish a new colony of plants. Disced
implements are less likely to spread the
weed than tyned implements.
Control

Most deep-rooted perennials have a tendency to sucker when their above-ground
parts are destroyed and this is particularly
true of Afghan thistle. The hormone-type
herbicides 2,4-D and 2,4,5,-T give a quick
top kill but regrowth invariably occurs
soon after treatment.
Recently, two new chemicals, picloram
and dicamba, have given better results.
Although too expensive for large areas,
these
can be used where a property has
on
ly a small infestation.
T
he chemicals, with their estimated
c
osts, are listed in the table.
Where picloram is used clovers and
jnedics will not grow for several years and
this material is recommended only for spot
tr
eatment. Cereals are not affected and

treated paddocks can be cropped the following winter.
Although more expensive, dicamba has
no appreciable effect on the soil and both
clovers and medics can be sown in the
autumn following chemical treatment.
Both chemicals give best results when
spraying is carried out late in the summer.
in Brief . . .

• Afghan thistle is a perennial species
which is spread mainly by cultivation
implements.
• It is not possible, at present, to recommend a chemical for large scale use.
• Where isolated outbreaks occur the
chemicals listed in the Table should be
considered.
• Tordon 50-D is the most economical
chemical but, at the rate recommended,
this will suppress pasture legume
growth for several years.
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CARAMBA!
The revolution . . .
She has s t a r t e d ! !
I'm off to get my

TRACTAPAC
(ITS A FARMING REVOLUTION )

The new
high power
WELDER
and 240 volt A.C.
FIELD
POWER SUPPLY

1
ING cuRitENT

and

240 VOLTS A.C. "HOUSEHOLD

*"

w

AND MAIL COUPON TODAY
TOPfl T TO:
iw- _ ^.
FILL IN AMD

TRACTAPAC SUPPLIES FULL 225 AMPS. D.C. WELD-

I •TTTTrTTm

3S

BRYANT STREET |

MAINS" VOLTAGE FOR ALL TOOLS.

The complete TRACTAPAC with generator, trailer
with driveshaft for P.T.O. & "nothing-to-buy" welding accessory kit costs only $549 (£274/10/-)

I Please rush me full information on TRACTtfAC
Name

CTrictipac generator only S325 (£162/10/0))

Address

L
Pleat* mention tha "Journal of Agriculture ol W.A.," whan writing to advertiiers
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